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Journal to Stella

acquaintance, whom I had not seen before since I came
to England; we were mighty glad to see each other, and
she has engaged me to visit her, as I design to do. It is
one Mrs. Colledge: she has lodgings at Whitehall, having
been seamstress to king William, worth three hundred
a year. Her father13 was a fanatick joiner, hanged for
treason in Shaftsbury's plot. This noble person and I were
brought acquainted, some years ago, by lady Berkeley. I
love good creditable acquaintance: I love to be the worst
of the company: I am not of those that say, For want of
company welcome trumpery. I was this evening with lady
Kerry and Mrs. Pratt at Vauxhall, to hear the nightingals;
but they are almost past singing,
18.   I was hunting the secretary to-day in vain about
some business, and dined with colonel Crowe,14 late gover-
nor of Barbadoes, and your friend Sterne was the third:
he is very kind to Sterne, and helps him in his business,
which lies asleep till Mr. Harley is lord treasurer, because
nothing of moment is now done in the treasury, the change
being expected every day.  I sat with dean Atterbury till
one o'clock after I came home; so 'tis late, &c.
19,  Do you know that about our town we are mowing
already and making hay, and it smells so sweet as we walk
through the flowry meads; but the hay-making nymphs
are perfect drabs, nothing so clean and pretty as further
in the country. There is a mighty increase of dirty wenches
in straw hats since I knew London.   I staid at home till
five o'clock, and dined with dean Atterbury; then went
by water to Mr. Harley's, where the Saturday Club15 was
met, with the addition of the duke of Shrewsbury.   I
13  Stephen College, i635?-8i, a fanatical carpenter, who published
attacks on the Roman Catholics and invented the 'Protestant flail'. He was
accused of concerting a rising against the King, and was convicted and
executed at Oxford in 1681.
14  Mitford Crowe, employed as British diplomatic agent in Catalonia,
persuaded the Catalans to espouse the cause of the Archduke Charles. He
was Governor of Barbados 1707-11. He died in 1719.
Js p. 261 n.1*
272